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PRIVACY CHANNEL T OP nCCR irr/SENSITIVE November 4, 1972 
ACTION: THE WHITE HOUSE Q ut 

EXCLUSIVELY EYES ONLY FOR HENRY A. KISSINGER FROM BUNKER 
REF: WHS 2305 

SUBJECT: Cease Fire Planning 

1. As instructed reftel, I asked Fred Weyand to form small planning 
staff to work out details of Four Party Joint Military Commission. I 
am forwarding his suggestions in this message. General Weyand has 
discussed the problem informally with General Vien who agrees that 
they should discuss the outline of the proposed Four Party Joint 
Commission. Vien agrees with the thrust and main points of the pro- 
posal. Next week, General Weyand will prepare a graphic outline 
of the detailed organization and procedures which he will go over with 
General Vien. Vien wants to keep the discussions between him and 
General Weyand without reference to higher authority at the moment. 
BEGIN TEXT: 


END TEXT. 


2. Warm regards 
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AN UNDERSTANDING FOR THE FORMATION 
OF THE 

FOUR-PARTY POINT MILITARY COMMISSION 

I, In accordance with the provisions of Article 11 of the AGREEMENT ON 
ENDING THE WAR AND RESTORING PEACE IN VIETNAM , the Government of the 
United States of America, the Government of the Republic of Vietnam, the 
Government of the Democratic Republic of Vietnam, and the Provisional 
Revolutionary Government of the Republic of South Vietnam have agreed on 
the following provisions for the formation of the Four-Party Joint Military 
Commission, hereinafter referred to as the Commission, and undertake to 
respect and to Implement them: 
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2. ORGANIZATION: 
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(a) The Commission : Each government will designate one military 

representative of the rank of Major General (or equivalent) to serve on 
the Commission. Each representative will be authorized not more than two 
executive staff assistants; and the Representative and his assistants will 
constitute the accredited governmental delegation to the Commission. 

(b) Secretariat : The Commission will be assisted by a Secretariat 

consisting of equal representation from the four parties. The Secretariat 
will consist of the following staff elements: 

(1) Operations Center: Inherent within the concept outlined in 

this Understanding Is the requirement for the establishment of an opera- 
tions center. This center would be staffed by an adequate and equal 
representation from each of the four parties to monitor activities on a 
continuous basis. 

- Records of activities would be maintained which reflect 
Incidents reported, location, nature of any allegation, source, action 
taken in response, etc. 

- Communl cat Ions facilities (to include radio, land lines, 
teletype, etc.) would L*. . untralizod at the Operations Center. 

(2) Administrative and Interpreter Section: Would provide clerical 

support. Interpreting and translating services, prepare communiques, main- 
tain the minutes of the Commission's meetings under the supervision of the 
Secretary to the Commission. 

(3) Comptroller Section: Would maintain records of the expenses 

entailed In the operation of the Cormiission and its subordinate elements 
and would prorate the expenses at an equitable rate among the participating 
parties. 
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(4) Public Affairs Section: Would be responsible for Issuing the 
joint conmunlques of the Commission and being responsive to those news 
media representatives who are accredited by the Comnlsslon. 

(5) Logistics Coordination Section: Would be responsible for 
organizing and arranging the facilities and assets necessary to support the 
Commission. 

(c) Regional Control Group : 

(1) Each government will designate an officer of the grade of 
Colonel (or equivalent) to serve on a respective Regional Control Group 


which will supervise directly those areas of Interest of the Commission in 
each of the Military Regions of South Vietnam. The Military Regions for 
the purpose of this article are defined as those areas delineated by the 
four Military Region boundaries established by the Goverment of the 
Republic of Vietnam. Each of these colonels will be authorized two 
subordinate executive assistants who, with the colonel, will constitute 
each government's accredited membership on the Regional Control Group. 

(2) The Regional Control Group will respond to directives from 
the Commission and will submit’ appropriate reports, and results of super- 
vision, as directed by the Commission. 

(3) Each Regional Control Group will be supported by the following 
staff elements: 

- Operations Section 

- Administrative and Interpreter Section 

- Comptroller Section 
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(4) Each Regional Control Group's Operations Section will be 
adequately staffed by an equal number of representatives of the four 
parties to permit team operations on a continuous basis. Comnunlcatlons 
facilities for the Regional Control Groups will be centralized in the 
respective Operations Sections* 

(5) The working procedures of the Regional Control Groups will be 
as prescribed and approved by the Commission. 

(d) Con trol Team : The Regional Control Group will be staffed at an 
adequate level to provide a minimum of five Control Teams, each composed 
of a single representative from each of the four parties. These Control 
Teams would be deployed to outlying areas where they would provide on-site 
supervision of those activities within the purview of the Comnlssion. (See 
paragraph 5 for an alternative arrangement for the Control Teams) 

(1) Comnunlcatlons. transportation and administrative support 

for the Control Teams will be In consonance with their mission requirements. 

(2) In certain instances, extant CORDS facilities could be employed 
by the Control Teams to preclude the necessity for establishment of 
separate support. 
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3. WORKING PROCEDURES : 

(a) The Commission shall operate In accordance with the principle of 
consultations and unanimous agreement. Disagreements shall be referred to 
the International Commission of Control and Supervision. 

(b) The Commission shall begin operating Immediately after the signing 
of the Agreement and end Its activities after the implementation of the 
provisions listed In paragraph 1 of this Understanding. 

(c) The headquarters of the Commission shall be located In Saigon. 

(d) The Commission will convene In response to a request for a 
meeting from any of the representatives to ensure joint action on any 
circumstance within the purview of the Commission. 

(e) Minutes of the Commission's meetings will be kept In both English 
and Vietnamese, and will be approved by all parties, 

(f) All communiques of the Commission will be issued jointly and In 
a text approved by the participating parties. All communiques of the 
Commission will be Issued In two languages; English and Vietnamese. 

(g) The office of the secretariat will Include, inter alia , representa- 
tion from respective governmental public affairs offices and will be 
prepared to accommodate reasonable requirements from news media representa- 
tives who are accredited by the Commission. 

(h) The Chairmanship of the Commission will rotate throughout the term 
of the Commission's existence and will pass successively to each of the 
governmental representatives following a term of office of fifteen days In 
this order: United States of America, Democratic Republic of Vietnam, 
Republic of Vietnam, Provisional Revolutionary Government of the Republic 
of Vietnam, 
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(1) The expenses entailed in the operation of the Commission and Its 
subordinate elements will be prorated at an equitable rate among the 
participating parties. Agreeable rates and charges will be tabulated and 
liquidation of these obligations will be effected to the Host Government 

within days of the termination of each 30 day period of the existence 

of the Conmisslon. 

(j) The conference room for the Commission will provide adequate 
accommodations to permit and support the business meetings but will be 
austere In that it will not contain any individual national or govern- 
mental Insignia or heraldic symbology. The participating representatives 
on the Commission will wear uniforms appropriate to service and grade 

at all formal meetings. 

(k) The Commission will prescribe and approve the working procedures 
which will govern the activities of the Regional Teams, and will approve 
a site for Team location in each of the respective regions. 

(l) Whenever the Commission must travel beyond the Capital Military 
District limits to discharge Its functions, the Commission will move as a 
body, and where feasible will occupy the same vehicle. 

(m) Participants on the ::miission, the Regional Control Groups and 
the Control Teams, as well as the respective staffs, will be issued 
specific credentials of Identification. 

(n) A distinctive badge and appropriate brassard will be worn by 
members of the Commission, Regional Control Groups, Control Teams and 
their respective staffs when such personnel are afield on Commission 
matters of interest. 
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(o) Vehicles, to include automotive, aircraft and waterborne craft, 
which are employed In support of the Commission and Its elements will 
display distinctive markings of Identification. 

(p) Publicity media of all types will be employed to acquaint the 
populace of all areas of South Vietnam, and other countries as appropriate, 
of the external distinctive identification devices, markings and Insignia 
of the Commission and Its supporting elements. Deference, right of way, 
and cooperation will be accorded Conmlssion representatives to facilitate 
the official mission of the Commission. 
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4. FACILITIES: 


(a) Transportation facilities for the Commission and Its subordinate 
elements will be provided by the Government of the Republic of Vietnam 
(hereinafter referred to as the Host Government). These facilities will 
consist of automotive, aircraft and waterborne craft as appropriate and 
as required. 

(b) The Host Government will provide an appropriate location In Saigon 
for the Headquarters of the Commission. 

(c) The Commission, the Secretariat, and the national delegations will 
be billeted by the Host Government In suitable accommodations In Saigon. 
Reasonable care will be exercised to insure equivalency of accommodations 
for personnel of equivalent rank or status. The same standards will apply 
for the billeting of the Regional Control Groups, Control Teams and 
staffs. 

(d) Adequate communications, to Include radio, land line, teletype, 
etc., will be provided to the Commission and Its subordinate elements by 
the Host Government. 

(e) The operating expenses of the facilities provided will be prorated 
among the parties. 



DecUssif 
Photocopy from Gertld 





5. ALTERNATIVE ARRANGEMENT FOR CONTROL TEAMS : The number of Control 
Teams to be employed In each Military Region could be expanded to acconvno- 
date provision for the establishment of one Control Team in each Province, 






